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Spectrum is a non-profit-making registered charity, with over 30 yearsô experience 

of providing residential, educational, domiciliary and support services for individuals 

on the autistic spectrum. Spectrum has 25 residential houses and a small 

educational facility. 

About Spectrum 

The Pearl Centre provides sessions and services for the public, free of charge. 

These include: 

§ A sibling group for children aged 7-11 who have brothers or sisters on the  

autistic spectrum.  

§ Open sessions for individuals on the autistic spectrum, families and carers  

Sessions are led by our specialist behavioural team which includes a consultant 

clinical psychologist.  

Autistic Spectrum Disorders 
Autism is a life-long condition which affects how a person communicates and re-

lates to other people. It affects how a person perceives and makes sense of the 

world around them. 75% of people with autism will have additional learning 

disabilities.  

Autism affects approximately one in a hundred people and some 700,000 people in 

the UK have the condition. 

Autism affects people of all intellectual abilities, social classes, religions and 

ethnicity. Children with autism grow up to be adults with autism. 

The definitive cause of autism is unknown. 

This centre is an autism resource 

and information centre for individuals 

on the spectrum, families, and 

professionals. The centre provides a 

safe place for people to visit at their 

leisure, where they can gain more 

information about the condition or 

about issues which are relevant to 

their situation.  

In 2012 Spectrum opened the Pearl Centre in Truro.  



How You Can Help 
From sensory equipment to footballs, from days out to short holidays, from 

gardening tools to recreational activities ï there are so many items and activities 

for which additional funding is needed. 

Some of the items we need have to be specially made or adapted, so the costs 

may be higher. Your kind donations can help ensure that specialist items and 

activities continue to be available to those who need them. 

Current Projects Needing Support 
The SEA Project 

 

Spectrum 

Education and 

Art 

This is a major project to develop a centre of excellence in autism services. When 

complete, it will be the first of its kind in the UK, if not in Europe. This eco-friendly 

architect designed facility will house:  

§ diagnostic services and advice;  

§ training, support and advice to parents, advocates and significant others to 

enable them to fully engage with their child; 

§ art, music and drama in specialised and stimulating environments. 

There will also be a new education centre, which will operate on a residential, day 

placement or respite basis. This will also include club activities, short breaks and 

holidays. 

The project will provide residential and respite accommodation which will be 

ethically sustainable and will environmentally meet the specific needs of the 

individual. Art, music and drama will be at the heart of its design. 

It will provide much-needed holiday accommodation for individuals and their fami-

lies who wish to have specialist support for their children or adult family members. 

Grants and match-funding are being applied for and considerable interest is being 

shown in our proposals. It will bring many jobs to the area and will raise awareness 

and understanding of autism to a new level 


